Was Matilda Adopted? 


In the book 'Matilda' by Roald Dahl, Matilda has a complicated relationship with her parents. Some may 
wonder whether Matilda is, in fact, adopted. This lesson describes Matilda's relationship with her parents as 
well as Miss Honey. 


Was Matilda Adopted? 


Matilda's family life has always been unconventional. In the book Matilda, Roald Dahl explains 
that most parents think their children are wonderful, even when they're not acting so nicely. 
But, Matilda's parents don't work that way. Dahl says "Occasionally, one comes across parents 
who take the opposite line, who show no interest at all in their children... Mr. and Mrs. 
Wormwood were two such parents." Matilda is unhappy with her life and her parents, and when 
the opportunity comes to live with Miss Honey, Matilda jumps at the chance. Does moving in 
with Miss Honey mean that Matilda was adopted, or /egally raised by another person, by Miss 
Honey? 


Life with the Wormwoods 


There are many different kinds of families. What does family look like for Matilda? 


Matilda lives with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood, and her brother, Michael. Michael is a 
normal little boy, but Matilda is a genius. Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood don't recognize this, and 
treat her like a nuisance rather than their own child. Matilda's father calls her a "nasty little twit" 
and her mother tells her to"... keep your nasty mouth shut." Does that sound like the behavior 
of parents that truly love their child? After all this torment, Matilda gets angrier and angrier. She 
decides to get back at her parents. 


Matilda begins by secretly putting superglue on her father's hat, which he then puts on and gets 
stuck to his head! She also tricked them into thinking they were being haunted by a ghost. In 
addition, Matilda put bleach into her father's shampoo, which turned his hair white after his 


shower. Dahl says, "Matilda longed for her parents to be good and loving and understanding 
and honourable and intelligent." 


Moving in with Miss Honey 


Mr. Wormwood is a used car salesman, and Miss Honey explains to Matilda that the whole town 
knows he sells stolen cars. The police are after Mr. Wormwood, so the whole family is packing 
up to move to Spain. Matilda doesn't want to move with them, and runs to talk to Miss Honey 
about her predicament. She asks Miss Honey if she can live with her, and Miss Honey agrees if 
Matilda's parents say yes. They then run to talk with Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood, and Miss Honey 
pleads her case. "I would look after her with loving care, Mr. Wormwood, and | would pay for 
everything. She wouldn't cost you a penny." Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood agree. Matilda and Miss 
Honey watch as the Wormwoods drive off into the distance. 


We, the readers, are left with this image of Matilda and Miss Honey. Roald Dahl doesn't say so 
directly, but he implies that Miss Honey adopts Matilda. Miss Honey says she'll take care of 
Matilda and pay for everything she needs; this sounds more like adoption than just staying in 
Miss Honey's house. 


Lesson Summary 


Matilda spent her early years with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood, who never recognized 
her genius. Suddenly, the Wormwoods have to flee town because of Mr. Wormwood's criminal 
dealings. Matilda goes to live with Miss Honey, effectively being adopted by the kind teacher. 


